Walt Disney World 5/20-24/2008
Well, we did it!  We decided it was the right time to experience the “magical world of Disney.”   For our family the “right time” was when our girls would be old enough to appreciate, experience, and remember this huge vacation!  They are now that age.  My husband who has never experienced Disney “magic” doesn’t have a clue what I’m signing him up for.

I had visited Walt Disney World (WDW) as a child, but it was only a one day affair at Magic Kingdom and all the add-ons of park hopping and dining plans didn’t exist back then.  Shoot, all the parks weren’t even around when I was a kid!  This trip, we plan to do it all!  Our airfare, accommodations, park tickets, and dining plans are reserved; our bags are packed; let’s go!

We arrived on time to the Orlando airport where we easily found our way to the designated magical Disney area.  Because we were staying at a WDW resort everything was arranged for us: Our luggage would be retrieved and taken to our room while the shuttle that awaited us whisked us off, in pumpkin carriage fashion, to the All-Star Music Resort.  It was all very simple and well orchestrated, like one of Mickey’s performances.

We were greeted at our resort with the customary smiles and happiness.  Again, the process of checking in to our room, getting our tickets and confirming our Dining Plan was all done with ease.  We were even able to get into our room an hour earlier than check-in time.  Yea!!

We chose the family suite at the All-Star Music Resort so my husband and I could have a queen size bed, a separate room and our own bathroom!  The extra bath made getting ready in the morning, and at bed time when we were all exhausted, much quicker!  There was also a small kitchen area with a microwave, coffee pot and fridge.  We took advantage of the coffee pot each morning, saving a drink purchase (I’ll explain the dining plan in detail later).  I highly recommend this accommodation for any family that likes a little extra space!

After freshening up (our luggage still hadn’t arrived, which we understood would be the case) we took our back packs outfitted for a day at Magic Kingdom and first headed to the on-site food court.  We utilized our dining plan which consisted of 4 snacks, 4 quick-serve meals and 4 sit-down meals each day, per person.  Children 9 and under get a kids meal which limits their choices, but may be served in a Mickey shaped plate. The breakfast quick-serve adult meals consist of an entrée plate and your choice of 2 drinks.  Because we had coffee in our room we could get a drink with our meal as well as one to take with us.  Kids’ meals only get one drink.  Lunch time quick-serve meals also consist of an entrée choice, but you get one drink and a dessert.  If you don’t want to eat the dessert right then, you can tell them what you want when paying and you can get it later, just make sure you communicate this to them at check-out.  At our first lunch we were in a hurry to go so we saved our dessert for when we got back that night.   The dinner meal, or sit-down and get waited on meal, should be reserved.  This is great as it saves you from the hassle of figuring out what everyone wants and having to wait to get a seat when you are already hungry!  Again, you have a choice of an entrée, a drink, and dessert.  Yes, you are encouraged to have 2 desserts a day!  You could have three if you choose an ice-cream for your snack that day.  Technically we didn’t HAVE to get dessert, but it was included and we were on vacation, so we did.  We would each get a different sugary concoction, taste it and eat what we really liked, leaving the rest.  Wasteful, yes, a bit, this is Disney World and nothing is as it would be in our normal life.
Our only complaint about the Dining Plan was that our 9 year old was eligible for the child-rate, which is an advantage I know, but the disadvantage is as mentioned earlier the choices are limited to typical “kid” fare.  This is great if you have a little one with you who is happy with Mac and Cheese as a staple in their diet.  Our daughter preferred what our choices were only in smaller portions.  So, our only suggestion to any parent is if your child is a big eater or you know they will want steak instead of the prerequisite chicken tenders, go ahead and get them an adult dining plan even if they are a child.  To WDW we suggest:  Have an option for the reduced rate for children consisting of “adult” food served in smaller portions.  I wouldn’t think with all their “magic” this would be difficult.

One more note on the Dining Plan, you don’t get credits for any unused meals so use it!  Even if you just get bottles of water with your snack allowance use it!  You won’t regret it.  All in all we’re very glad we took advantage of the Dining Plan; the key is utilizing all you get with it.
I have to admit I did a lot of research before we made this journey and we are very thankful I did!  I highly recommend investing (Yes, investing, because it will pay you back) in a couple different travel books focusing on WDW.  The tips and suggestions will be invaluable to you  We were able to avoid ling lines, not so fun attractions, and knew about the best viewing places for shows because of these books!  If you’re a wing-it, want to experience all there is good and bad kind of traveler, don’t bother.  But, if you want to utilize your time for fun and be as relaxed as possible you’ll love the advice they provide.

A tip I would like to share is the popcorn buckets.  The reason is they make great souvenirs!  We were sitting down to wait for the Illuminations show at Epcot and we got a bucket of popcorn.  It comes full of really tasty popcorn for only $3.50!  It even has a lid.  If you buy popcorn at any typical movie theater, you will appreciate the price of this popcorn.  Each park has its own bucket so we bought one at each park to remember our time there every time we sit down at home to watch a movie and eat popcorn.

I also want to forewarn you that they really push merchandise at all the parks so be prepared either to buy a lot if you are prone to that temptation or at least to walk through a lot of stores following rides.  If you set a budget before your trip for souvenirs this will help you once faced with every cute Disney plush imaginable and clothing to go with it.  There are also items to appeal to the parents like Star Wars paraphernalia, house wares or jewelry.  Our girls enjoyed finding the penny presses that are scattered throughout the parks and are all different.  This only cost them (they had there own souvenir money to spend) 50 cents plus a penny to press.
There is much, much more I could share about all we did at each park, but I will leave all those details for you to discover.  I will leave you with our parting experience: The day before (to be insured a place on a shuttle) we made our “magic express” shuttle reservation to carry us back to the airport and the real world.  Again, it was all choreographed perfectly and the ending was happy.  Just like a Disney experience should be.

